


Before | forget...

The priest is someone, who at the core of his being, has been set on fire by God and who invites others to catch
the flame. The late Joseph Cardinal Bernadine

Whether it’s the shortage of priests available for presiding at Sunday Eucharist, the publicity surrounding clerical
scandals in the media, or the decrease of vocations to the priesthood, the Roman Catholic Christian community can
hardly ignore the issue of priesthood in our times. The reality is harsh and the danger for some of us, priests and laity,
is to get discouraged.

Last week my priest support group met for our monthly meeting. It was a difficult meeting for us. The mood was
heavy and discouraging as we talked about the leadership in the church and how the continuing news of abuse and
cover-up is taking a heavy toll on many of us. The Cardinal of Boston certainly mishandled the pedophilia problem in
his diocese and now, throughout the country, priest are angry discouraged and in pain. Talk about a “Good Friday!”

As a support group, we gather to support, encourage, help and challenge one another as priests in our times. Priests
need to be passionate and enthusiastic about life, ministry and the future. The word “enthusiasm” comes from the
Greek root, en Theos, to be possessed by God. To be possessed by God is not always easy, is it? Hopefully, all of us are
possessed by God.

The priest, the rabbi, the minister is always in the spotlight, like it or not. How we handle the spotlight will define
our future as leaders. Peter Drucker says, “Failures are self-correcting; it is success that will do you in.” Certainly, Jesus
knew what it was like to be followed. Crowds followed him wherever he went. His path was blocked when he was in
the spotlight.

Those ordained to ministry live in a fishbowl and the extra scrutiny just adds more pressure to our job descriptions.
At times, the spotlight that creates the most pressure doesn’t come from the media or other churches; it comes from our
local congregations. Criticism is inevitable in ministry. Sometimes the criticism is undeserved. Jesus certainly knew
about criticism and told his disciples, “Woe to you when all (men) speak well of you.” (Luke 6:26).

Here is a short story I found interesting for my ministry-sometimes we may be like the lawyer and at other times like
the farmer —when we think we’re right.

I heard about a New York Lawyer who went duck hunting in rural Tennessee. He shot and dropped a bird, but it fell into a
farmer’s field on the other side of the fence. As the lawyer climbed over the fence, an elderly farmer drove up on his tractor and asked
what he was doing.

“I shot this duck, and it fell in this field, and now I'm going in to retrieve it.”

“This is my property,” the old farmer replied, “and you re not coming over here.”

“I'm one of the best trial lawyers in New York, and if you don’t let me get that duck, I'll sue you and take everything you own.”

“Apparently, you don’t know how we do things in these parts of Tennessee,” said the farmer. “We settle disagreements like this
with the Tennessee three-kick rule.”

“And just what is the Tennessee three-kick rule?”

“Well, first I kick you three times, and then you kick me three time, and so on, back and forth, until someone gives up.”

The attorney quickly thought about the proposed contest and decided that he could easily take the old-timer. He agreed to the lo-
cal custom. The old farmer slowly climbed down from the tractor and walked up to the city slicker. His first kick planted the steel
toe of his heavy work boot in the lawyer’s shin. The second kick nearly put a hole in the man’s stomach. The old man quickly deliv-
ered the third kick to the side of the attorney’s head. Slowly the disoriented lawyer managed to get to his feet.

“Okay, you old codger,” he said. “Now it’s my turn.”

The farmer slowly smiled and said, “Naw, I give up. You can have the duck.”

Sometimes I might be right, sometimes wrong, sometimes it’s not worth being beaten up. You can have the duck!
Fr. Bill

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL APPLICATIONS INVITED

The St. John's Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) is a prayerful visionary group of parishioners responsible for identifying
the needs and wants of our Faith Community and providing leadership for action programs. We advise our Pastor and
work in collaboration with all parish committees and staff.

Some terms expire this summer so we are seeking replacements from persons with a willingness to prayerfully and
energetically provide leadership to our Faith Community. The Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) normally meets once a
month as a large group, and sub-committee meetings are scheduled as needed. PPC members are assigned as liaison to
parish committees and will attend those meetings as well.

If you are interested we invite you to call the Parish Center and ask for an application. Please consider whether you are
called to help lead us in our collective faith journey.




A Word From the Associate...
Doubt, Despair, and Pride

Recently I attended a mini-seminar on the three
theological virtues, faith, hope and charity. The presenter
was actually a psychologist from Michigan, Jerry Rausch,
who uses the virtues as his primary tool in counseling the
weak. He believes that Christian anthropology is a far better
perspective than most modern day psychological theories,
because it not only adequately describes human beings in
our present state of being, effected by original sin, but it also
accurately describes who and what we are to become:
namely children of God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit, and
perfected in all the virtues.

As St. Paul tells us, faith, hope and charity are the greatest
virtues; they are how we connect to God. We see God and
hear His voice in the Scriptures, through faith. We hear
Jesus” promise to return at the end of history, to restore all
creation and humanity to its original dignity, and in the
process to empower us to be victorious in our fight against
sin and the devil, and thus we are called to the virtue of
hope. Finally, we are invited into a divine-human love
affair, and as our hearts become ever inflamed with spiritual
love, we are compelled to share that with all God’s children.
This is the supernatural virtue of charity.

Jerry Rausch, theorizes that ever individual has a greater
weakness towards one of the theological virtues, that is,
more than the other two, and will spend most of his/her life
battling the opposing vice. Thus, for example, one man will
struggle with doubts (the opposite of faith) throughout his
life, doubts that God is with him, that he is in God’s plan,
that the Word of God is true, etc.,, and will need regular
reassurance from others, that God is with him. He does not
need people to say to him, “You can do it,” because that puts
the focus of attention on him, but he needs people to say,
“God is with you,” because that draws him out of himself,
and assures him of the faith content he is struggling with.
Another person may struggle primarily with despair (the
opposite of hope), and she would need the constant
encouragement of others, that “all things work for good, for
those who love God,” that the future is full of God’s
blessings, freedom and happiness. And the one who
struggles with pride (the opposite of charity) needs
correction, to become humble, less self-reliant, and more
God-reliant, and thus more open to the divine gift of charity.
As you consider ministering to people in your own life, you
might ask, “Does this person mainly struggle with issues of
doubt and faith, or despair and hope, or pride and charity?”
Then you could really help them by offering a wise remedy:
the assurance that “God is with you” for the doubter,
encouragement of a bright future, for the one despairing,
and correction for the proud man (that’s me). I believe as
Christians we are called to grow in each of these three
theological virtues, but maybe the psychologist is right in
saying that everyone has a greater weakness to one of the
virtues. Maybe it's also true to say that our greatest
weakness can become our greatest strength.

Fr. Michael Becker

Vacation Bible School

Children, ages 3-those completing 5t Grade are invited
to join us for Vacation Bible School the week of June 17-
21 from 9:00 a.m. to Noon. The morning will include
Bible stories, classroom lessons, playground, music, arts
& crafts and snack. Don’t miss out - register by June 1st.
Fee is $15.00 per child/$40.00 family maximum. Stop by
or call the Parish Office for a registration form. If you are
interested in volunteering to help with VBS, please call
Mary Walus 651-633-8333 x1227.

St. Vincent De Paul...

FOOD SHELF THANK YOU

“Thank you for your donation of 6002 pounds of food and
$170 for the Ralph Reeder Food Shelf. Gifts like yours
make it possible for the food shelf to provide services to
many members of our community.”

Mounds View School Board

Please add the thanks of the St. Vincent de Paul Society and
St. John's staff for your generosity toward the food shelves
we support. The need for non-perishable foods never
seems to end. We receive and distribute food throughout
the year. Containers are located at the church entrances for
your donation. Thanks for your generosity.

A BIG THANK YOU!

Back in January we asked for volunteers to help us build 92
wood lockers for the homeless shelter. Eight really great
guys volunteered: Larry Brodle, Ray Le Clair, Jerry Elfert,
Tom Boughner, Ken Schaufler, Don Szurek, Jim Schrier and
John Middleton. They worked in basements and cold
garages all these months. The lockers are a work of art! 24
lockers are at the women’s shelter and 68 are at Simpson
House. The people there really appreciate them! Also, Don
Szurek, Don Kelly and Gene Zgutowicz not only helped to
deliver the lockers but spent 3 days building a 24 foot by
13 foot high wall in the new locker room at Simpson
House. Rod Palmer, Don Kelly and Jim Schrier among
others contributed money for materials.

GOD BLESS AND THANK YOU GUYS!

Sponsored by St. Vincent De Paul

Mother’s Day Corsages

Mother’s Day corsages will be available after all Masses
(except the Sunday 6:15 p.m.) on May 11-12. Say
“thanks” to mom with a beautiful orchid or carnation
corsage and promote life at the same time. Suggested
donations are $5 for orchids and $3 for carnations.
Sponsored by the St. John’s Respect Life Committee.




Youth Newz...
Reminder to all 6-8th graders: Deadline to register for
Camp TNT is Wednesday May 8!

All current 6-8th graders: Check out the April issue of the
Newzpaper for details about camp TNT, an “explosive”
summer camp experience. TNT campers meet on
Thursdays, June 13-August 1, from 9am-5pm. Participants
meet in the morning for a spiritual reflection and then
travel with an adult to one of a variety of service sites.
Participants enjoy a fun activity, such as a visit to Camp
Snoopy, a water park or a Go-Kart amusement park, in the
afternoon. A Registration brochure is included in the
Newzpaper. Deadline to register is May 8th. Call Mark Klein
763-754-7666 if you have any questions.

Parents of sixth graders should have received a letter from
Mark Klein regarding opportunities available to youth this
summer and next fall. A TNT brochure is included in this
mailing. Also included is a short “Youth Introduction
Form” sixth graders are asked to fill out and return to
Mark. If you have any questions, or did not receive this
mailing, please call Mark Klein 763-754-7666.

Browsing the “web”? Be sure to check out www.theyouthroom.
com for photos of youth activities, news of upcoming events,
permission slips and more!

School News...

ST. JOHNIS ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Spring is a time to celebrate, and what better way to do it
than the annual St. John's Ice Cream Social! Bring a
friend or two and join us for food, fun and excitement.
The kitchen will be busy preparing polish sausage, hot
dogs, nachos and cheese, and of course, plenty of ice
cream! After you eat your snacks in the cafeteria, take a
stroll on the cakewalk, try your hand at the fish pond in
the gym. See you Tuesday, May 7, 5:0068:00 p.m. in the
school. Raffle at 7:30 p.m. in the cafeteria.

On Wednesday, May 8, we’ll be taking a SUPERPAN
color class picture of all students at 11:00 a.m. in the gym.

Wednesday, May 8 —SPAC meeting- St. Martin de Porres

Adult Opportunities...

SEEKERS (Adult Theological Book Club)

We are seeking to form an adult faith. You are always
welcome to join us, we ask only that you read the book.
The book for May is The Best Christian Writing of 2001.
We will meet Thursday, May 30, 7-8:30 p.m. in St.
Vincent De Paul room. Questions? Call Mary Ann
Zervas, 651-633-1540.

CIRCLE OF WOMEN

The Circle of Women invites ALL women of ALL ages to
join us for our closing Potluck Brunch this Thursday, May
9, 2002 at 9:15am in the Pastoral Center Upper Level. Join
us as we reflect on the blessings of our season together.
Bring a friend and a brunch item to share! Childcare is
provided by Kari Gill (please pre-register your child by
calling 763-785-6947).

Pastoral Ministry...
“Come to me all you weary,
with your burdens and pain
take my yoke on your shoulders
and learn from me”

Mass of Anointing and Healing
Tuesday, May 7
1:30 p.m. in Church

All are welcome
Questions? Call Anne Marie at 651-633-8333 ext 1237

GROWING THROUGH LOSS

The spring Growing Through Loss series meets Tuesday,
May 7 at Faith Lutheran Church in Coon Rapids, just east
of Epiphany Catholic Church. The evening will feature a
speaker “Where is God in our Suffering?” and a healing
service —registration begins at 6:45 p.m.

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP - LOCATION CHANGE
The Cancer Spirituality support group meets Wednesday,
May 8 at 2:00 p.m. Please join us - we will meet in the
SENIORS ROOM on the lower level.

NURSING HOME SCHEDULE
Tuesday, May 7

Mass 11:00 a.m. Pres. Homes
Word/Comm 2:15 p.m. New Brighton Care Ctr.
Thursday, May 9

Word/Comm 7:00 p.m. St. Anthony
Word/Comm 7:15 p.m. Trevilla

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Those in our community who are ill:

Beau Anderson, Florence Bargy, John Battmer, Donald
Beaubien, Marcelline Beseler, Marcella Boomer, Helen Cmiel,
Ann Czech, Louis Czech, Lenore Dougherty, Joe Fellner,
Linda Franklin, Mariann Glasser, Bernice Hopkins,

Henry Horbatuck, Mike Kallok, Br. Joseph Katzmarek,
Michael Kavanagh, Kevin Keenan, Herb Loscheider,

Nancy Mehrer, Rupert Meyer, Irene Mitchell,

Lance & Ann Moe, Corliss Moore, Howard Morris,

Donna Murphy, Norman Petri, Ben Ruebbelke, Marcella
Sperling, Ed & Eleanor Stich, Richard St. Germain, Sr.,

Bob Sorem, Frances Vonacek, Mildred Werner, Linda Zappa,
Viola Vargas, Milt Witzmann, Joseph Lindell

The families and souls of those who recently have died:
Bernadine Strom

PRAYER LINE

Call one of these numbers with your prayer requests.
All requests are confidential.
651-633-1618
763-784-5254
651-636-5251




Seniors...

ARCHDIOCESAN SENIOR RECOGNITION EVENT
Each year Catholic Charities —Division of Aging sponsors
a Senior Recognition Mass and Celebration with the
Archbishop as the guest celebrant. This year the event
will be held Wednesday, May 15 at Transfiguration
Church in Oakdale. The event begins with Mass at 10:30
followed by lunch and entertainment. The bus will leave
St. John’s at 9:45 a.m. and will return approximately 2:30
p-m. Cost $20 (includes motor coach transportation). If
you wish to travel to the event independently, the cost for
the lunch and program is $13. Please stop in the parish
office to make your reservation. Registration and
payment must be received by May 8.

SILVERTONES

There will be NO Silvertones meeting or lunch in May
due to our participation in the Archdiocesan Mass &
Celebration for Seniors (see above).

Bulletin Board...

The St. John’s Women’s Evening Bridge Club is
sponsoring a Bridgemixer on Thursday, May 9 at
New Brighton Eagles Hall (563 9th Ave NW). A buffet
supper will be served at 6 p.m. followed by bridge.
Reservations are required by Monday, May 6. Call Susan
Ward, 651-636-8592 or Betty Jacobson, 651-633-3798.

Liturgy News...

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS!

George Taylor, Shoreview, Robert Vogel & Christie
Sandberg, New Brighton, Robert, Patrick and Jakob,
Anthony & Kathleen Scarfone, North Oaks, Rachel and
Justin, Theresa Eichhorn, Shoreview, Grant and Sarah,
Steven & Kimberly Blum, Arden Hills, Jason Braegelmann
& Mara Mishler, Shoreview, Ryan Sturm & Kristin Luce,
New Brighton, Gregory Smit, St. Anthony, Mike & Colleen
Haubner, New Brighton, Joseph and Abigail, Mathias Lang,
New Brighton, Gerardo Sanchez & Blanca Hernandez, New
Brighton, Tomas and Omar, Joseph Farah & Simone
Maroun, New Brighton, Joey and Jimmy, Judith Brennam,
Fridley, Aaron Rosha, St. Anthony, Curt & Tina Judd, New
Brighton, Jodi Dahlen, New Brighton, Tania Tomani, New
Brighton, and Vanessa, Leona Nebo, Brooklyn Park and
Alexis, Craig & Deborah Weston, Ham Lake, and Natalie,
Kevin Foldesi, New Brighton, and Blaine, Kimberly Cleary
& Jason Stacy, New Brighton, Heidi Freeman & Patrick
Howe, Minneapolis, and Abigail, Robert Quinn, New
Brighton, Dale & Dawn Wyttenback, New Brighton, Emma
and Jack, Rosemarie & Andy Galaway, New Brighton, Kacy
and Edward. Welcome to St. John the Baptist Church!

NEW PARISHIONER DINNER

If you are new to our Parish Community please join us for
a welcome dinner on Thursday, May 16 beginning at 6:00
pm in Saint Paul Plaza. Simply RSVP to Teri at the parish
office, 651-633-8333. Deadline is Tuesday May 14th.

* X

OPEN DOORS (divorced/widowed/singles group) meets
the second Tuesday of each month from 7:30 to 9 p.m.
in the St. Martin de Porres Room for socializing and
snacks.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

May 23 - First date for the new “Restaurant of the
Month Club!” Meet at 6:30 p.m. at Lido’s restaurant
(Italian cuisine) at 2801 N. Snelling Ave. in Roseville.
Please RSVP by May 18 to Deb at 651-639-8210.

June 8 - Twins fan? Even if you’re not, come anyway!
Twins vs. Florida Marlins -- game time is 6:05 p.m.
Meet at 4:00 p.m. at Grandma’s (1810 Washington Ave
MPLS MN) for an early dinner. Reservations under
“Open Doors.” Cost of ticket is $10. Money must be
dropped off or mailed to St. John’s Church, Attention:
Open Doors/ Twins Game by May 10. Must RSVP no later
than May 10 to Paul at 763-789-4239.

For more information on Open Doors contact Anne
Marie Bartlett at 651-633-8333 ext. 1237.

THANKS, BELL RINGERS!

Many Thanks to our Evensong Bell Ringers for their musi-
cal service this past year. Special thanks to Judy Jackson,
Jan Bensing, Laura Lind, Madeline Harrison, Mary Anne
Kaiser, Jeanne Breske and Sue Gordh.

SERVER TRAINING

Training for new servers, June 10—14, 9:30 a.m.—noon.
Class size is limited to 16 —sign up early! Students who
are entering Grade six and older are welcome to become
servers. Register by calling Teri at 651-633-8333.

MAY DEVOTION
May Devotion to Mary, Mother of Jesus. Monday, May
13 at 7:00 p.m. Rosary & Benediction.

Families Moving Forward...

A new outreach ministry comes to St. John’s this

winter. Watch the bulletin for more informatio

Weekly Collection
CAPITAL

ACTUAL GOAL CAMPAIGN
4/21  $21,041 $23,731 $10,020
4/28 $24,715 $21,233 $6,817
SINCE: July 1, 2001 To Date
4/21  $1,227,929 $1,218,383 $3,769,258
4/28  $1,252,644 $1,239,616 $3,776,075
Children

$21/$30

Thank you for your continued support.




